JESUS SENDS OUT THE TWELVE

Mark 6:1-29
Key Verse: 6:7

"Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and
gave them authority over evil spirits."

Today's passage focuses on the disciples' fieldwork training. The
disciples were legally blind spiritually; they did not know about spiritual
things well. They were not yet interested in proclaiming the kingdom of
God or having compassion on the needy. Regardless of their spiritual
condition, Jesus gave them fieldwork training in the hope that they would
be leaders for God's world salvation work. Today's passage also tells us
about Jesus' hometown people and King Herod.

I. Jesus was rejected by his hometown people (1-6a)

After healing Jairus' daughter, Jesus went to his hometown, accom-
panied by his disciples (1). When the Sabbath came, Jesus began to teach
in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed (2). Jesus gave
them the good news of the kingdom of God, and his word had authority
and power. The hometown people were distressed living under Roman
rule. They were even more distressed by the torment of Satan. They were
greatly comforted by Jesus' words. When the hometown people heard
Jesus' words, their hearts were touched by the lifegiving word of God spo-
ken by Jesus. After listening to Jesus' words, they acknowledged that
Jesus was not an ordinary man but the Son of God. But the devil came
quickly and snatched away the words of life from them. As a result, they
lost spiritual sense, and began to judge Jesus with a human standard (Jn
8:15). They began to ask derogatory questions: "Isn't this the carpenter?
Isn't he just a man on the bottom of society? Isn't he the son of Mary?"
They meant, "He is an illegitimate child" (3). "Is he preaching to us? He
looks handsome but he is too presumptuous.” When they saw Jesus with
human eyes, they were agitated by emotional feelings and began to take
offense at him instead of recognizing him as the Son of God.

All the Jews had expected to see the anointed Messiah who was
promised to come--even in their dreams. In Mark chapter 10 we see that
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even a blind beggar had a dream of the Messiah. When he heard that
Jesus healed the sick and cast out demons and proclaimed the kingdom of
God to the poor he acknowledged Jesus is the Son of God. The
long-awaited Messiah came and visited his hometown and spoke to them
the good news of the kingdom of God. But they despised and rejected him.
The best gift was placed in the palms of their hands, but they could not
take it. Man's tragedy is not his human condition; it is his spiritual blind-
ness. God blesses each person abundantly--sometimes through many
blessings, and sometimes through many hardships. But there are many
people who do not see God's countless blessings because they are blind
spiritually. One day a young man came to me and complained about many
things for fifty minutes. He had received so many blessings from God and
love from many people, but he could not see this at all. His tragedy was
that he was a blind man spiritually. Ephesians 1:17,18 says, "l keep asking
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. | pray
also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheri-
tance in the saints...."

Mark, the author of the gospel, comments that Jesus was misun-
derstood by his hometown people because they were blind spiritually (6a).
In this case, "faith" is to see Jesus, not with emotional feelings, but with the
eyes of faith. In the previous chapter, Jesus was amazed by Jairus' "just
believing" faith. This time, Jesus was amazed by his hometown people's
lack of faith. Jesus wanted to share the good news of the kingdom of God.
Jesus wanted to invite all of his hometown people to the pearly gates of the
kingdom of God. Jesus wanted to heal the sick and drive out demons from
demon-possessed people of his hometown. But because of their spiritual
blindness, Jesus could not do much for them except for a few healings.
Jesus was very sorry. But Jesus comforted himself with the words of
prophecy: "Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own
house is a prophet without honor" (4).

II. Fieldwork training (6b-13)

First, Jesus sent them two by two (6b-7). Why did Jesus send them out
two by two for fieldwork training? Jesus knew that in a battle, cooperation
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is most important. While one dashes toward the enemy foxhole, the other
must cover him. This truth also applies to spiritual warfare. We know many
stories of how two people who united into one made great successes. The
Protestant Reformation was possible for Martin Luther because Melanch-
thon was there behind him. Calvin's reformation was possible because
Zwingli was always there behind him. Ecclesiastes 4:10,12a says, "If one
falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has
no one to help him up!" "Though one may be overpowered, two can defend
themselves." One who has no one to support him can make no great suc-
cess in the world. Fruitful ministry comes when two are united into one
spiritual vessel. This is the reason Jesus sent them two by two.

Second, Jesus gave them authority over evil spirits (7). Look at verse 7b.
"...he sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits."”
Why did Jesus give them authority over evil spirits instead of giving them a
certain amount of travelers' checks? For Jesus knew that demon posses-
sion is the most serious problem to all mankind. So Jesus gave them au-
thority to cast out evil spirits. Here we learn that we should cast out de-
mons from our sheep instead of giving them many Big Macs. We cannot
cast out demons. But when we depend on Jesus, we can cast out demons
from our sheep. We must ask Jesus to give us authority to cast out evil
spirits from our sheep.

Third, Jesus taught them to depend on God onl¥ (8-9). Look at verses 8,9.
“These were hiS ipstructions: 'Take nothing Tor the ournes}/ except a
staff--no bread. no bag, no money In our belts. Wear sandals but not an
extra tunic."” Did JesUs mean that ?/ should become like” Buddhist
monks, whose mission Is.to be Whereve they go, and suffer from hunger
and poverty? No! His jnstrugtions were given as "principles.” These
principles demanded of them rigorous commitment and total dependence
on G d for material necessmes as well as for methods in grocla|m|n% the
8 spel. Sm@g speak mg In_proc almlnlg;t e gospel of Jesus we should not
epend on.money, but on God onl |s Is the onIy r;]annmple that we have
In evan elizing the world. In history I’II’]CIP roved to be the
mast e ectlve eIement in doing somethln Usua ?/ rinci Ies are based on
universal truth, France was gne of the world power nations after World War
|, France tried to colonize_ Vietnam again. One old Vietnamese, the leader
of the country, called Ho Chi Minh, rejected the colonization by France: He
bel|eved that fruth wins victory over evil in the Iong run ThIS idea became
Pnnmple In leading and encouraging h Is peopleto fight to the end--even
unt| no one was left. He and hIS e%)e def ated the arm Ionous
France and next, the other world er nation. His princi Ie efeated
modern technolo%y His wctog/ IS comI[])arabIe to one ants victory over tvvo
elephants In a w estlng match we have to live a life of faith,
should not I|ve accordifg to situation ethics, but according to the Blbllcal
principles. A person or a nation that ignores "principles,” but is only
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pragmatic, is doomed to be ruined.

Fourth, Jesus taugw them the sugenont of the gospel (10-13). Look at
verses 10 and henever you nter a’house, s g/there untllgou Ieave
that town. And | any place will not welcome you or listen to you, Shake_the
dust off your eet w en you leave, as a testlmony a airist them." The
disciples Were told to ac? t the hoslpltallty off %red to'th e But because of
the hospitality the not compromise W|t the Reo ple's sins. If eople
will not accept th e %ospe messagde, th %y sh ou ake the dust 0
feet It does not meéan to be rude to t But we must show ung% Y
r{Jet e superlorlty of the gospel, for th egospe of Jesus gives lite 1o all
ome osPe workers are too sey workers must study the
Blble deep they realize that the gospel of Jesus Is superlor to
everythlng and only the gospel gives eternal life to all humankind.

What did the disciples do in their fieldwork training? Look at verse
12. "They went out and greache that eo Ie should repent." The disciples
were not yet trained enough to be_able tQ _say, "repent.” But they obeyed
the com][nianders order exactly as it was. Thus their fieldwork training was
successfu

Look at verse 13. "They drove out many demons and anointed many
sick people with oil and healed them." When they obeyed their
commander, the disciples could experience power and authority to heal the
sick and drive out demons.

Whenever we see demon-possessed people, we become helpless.
But from now on, we must remember that Jesus gave his disciples power
and authority to drive out demons. We should not be helpless when we see
demon-possessed people. Rather, we must ask God to give us authority to
drive out demons in them. When we don't drive out demons from his
people, we are doing nothing. Therefore, we must know that Jesus wants
us to have authority and power to drive out demons from his people.

[ll. Burdensome King Herod (14-29)

First, King Herod was a demon-possessed man (14-16). King Herod had
already heard about Jesus. When the news of Jesus' disciples' fieldwork
training was reported, he was disturbed like the Gerasene demoniac and
extremely distressed. He spread his intelligence agents all over the place.
They reported to him, saying, "Some said that John the Baptist has been
raised from the dead; others said that Jesus is Elijah; and still others, that
he is a prophet.” When King Herod heard all these things, he was haunted
by the demons in him. King Herod was again in the severe torment of the
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devil. King Herod could not erase from his mind the picture of the righteous
man that he had beheaded. In verse 16 he said, "John, the man | be-
headed, has been raised from the dead!" Herod was overwhelmed by his
own guilty conscience. He was a victim of the devil's torment. Herod was a
king, but he was nothing but a demon-possessed man. He was nothing but
a descendant of Cain.

Second, King Herod Was an adulterous king (17- 20 Mark tells us in_ver-
ses 17-29 thé story of % %Hero beheaded th e nI%; hteous man, John
the Baﬁtlst and how e ecam a slave of Satan. God a given him pow-
er sot at he might serve his people. But Herod abused his power over hIS
eople. He dlstressed hlsgoung[er brother Philip by tak|n awaBy his wife,
erodias. Later, he righteous an hn “the arptlst He
never intended to k|II ohn the Baptlst because he res ected him_as a
ng teous and holy man ( Q). In this part, we learn that |mmora ity is the

hotbed of viol ence When ihg Herod Wanted to gratify his immoral desire,
he made his broth er Phili |ps wife his wife. Another example is Philip’s wife
Herodlas Because ohn the Ba tlst sald to Herod, "It Is not [awful for you
to ave our brother's wife" (13), Herodias, a palace prostitute, was So
8set that she tempered with"King Herod to behead the righteous man
John the Baptrst

Third King{ Herod was a drunkard §21 29). Look at verse 21a. FlnaIIy the
opportune ime came.” This refers to Herodias, who had nursed a grudge
garnst John and wanted to kill him (19). "On’his b|rthda Herod. gave a
b uet for h|s high officials and military commanders and the [eading men
lilee. When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleas-

e Herod and his dinnef guests" (21b,22a). In his drunken state, Herod
watched her dance. While he was watching her, he was overcome by his
lecherous feel|n% He began to talk in a delirium: "Whatever ou ask1 will
Ive you, up to half m klngdom 23). His words were a nebulous exa?
eration, But the devil never misse achance At his words, this young qirl
Stera%gongnécA)rr the head of John the Baptist, according to her m thers |n-

The krng was q(eatly dlstressed by this, but he did not want to reveal
himself to be a weak man, so he ordéred his executioners to bring the
head of John the Baé)trst At the t|me he appeared to be exercising his
power and auth onﬁl ut In realjty, he was surr enderln himself to the pow-
er of srn and death. Then the devil corprpletely overto k him. Herod was a

gn but he was a demaon-possessed he was a drunkard. His drink-
|ng abit ruined his life. His life was the contlnuatlon of Satan's torment.

In this passage we learn that Jesus gave his disciples fieldwork
training. It was merely fieldwork training, but the kingdom of Satan shook.
When Jesus sent them out, he gave them some instructions as principles.
The children of God or the servants of God should be men and women of
principle. They can never be victims of situation ethics. When Jesus sent
them out, he told them to preach to people to repent. When he sent them



2

out, he gave them authority and power to drive out demons and heal the
sick. May God give us the clear message of repentance, and power and
authority to drive out demons.



