TRADITION AND THE WORD OF GOD

Mark 7:1-23
Key Verse: 7:8

"You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on
to the traditions of men."

This passage is about the Pharisees who came from Jerusalem to
find a basis for a charge against Jesus. It was because they had been
alarmed by Jesus' popularity and had already determined to kill Jesus (Jn
5:18). Jesus is the Messiah for whom his people had been waiting a long
time. But when the Messiah came his people did not accept him (Jn 1:11).
In this passage we learn that human tradition is good, but it must be
corrected by the living word of God whenever it is necessary. Otherwise,
tradition corrupts people and it makes people habitual like an animal. Most
of all, we learn that the word of God is the old, old story, but it is applicable
to all generations.

[. The tradition of the Jews (1-8)
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To the Jews the tradrtrons of the elders became an |m£)ortant part of
their Irves ugh tradjtion, did. not remain as save with a slave
menta |t rou tradrtron the edified themselves and_ grew strong

hrouq tradrtron they enhanced themselves as a people with |dent|t
exem er|ta e heir tradition enabled them to endure anﬁ/
hards np d spread all over the world Still, they kept their tradl-
tions and they Were prosperous

The Pharisees had indeed been the elite of Israel. But in a matter of
time, they obtained social and political posrtron they became corrupted
and the tradition of the Jews became suger icial.'In J sus' time, the. Phari-
sees were not known as the elite of Israel, but as the most drabolrc hm)
ocrites. The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come
from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus and saw some of his disciples
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eating food with unwashed hands. T% th Pharlﬁees, the dlS?I les broke
the tradition of ceremonial was_hjng. They broke the tradition of ceremonial
washmg% an at?] food very deliciously with unwa he% hind%. It was a seri-
ous matter for the Pharisées because the_dlsch es broke the traditions, of
the elders. At that time, breaking the tradition o th% elders meant rg_b_elllng%
agamst the peoRle In authority. Tn other words bg reaking the tradition o
ceremonial washing, the disciples were misunderstood as revolutionaries.

, Concer_nlntg:f;]a handwashlng_ ceremony, it is said that people held out
their hands with_their fingertips pointing upward and water was poured over
their hands until it ran down their wrists, The minimum amount of water
used was half an egg%hell full. The tradition was good. But when it was
degenerated it was nothing but a comedian's show. Not ony, did they keep
the handwashing ceremony, they observed many other traditions, such as
the washing of cups, pitchérs arid kettles gg We saw the sad story in the
movie "Fiddler on the Roof" of how three daughters strugkgled to keep the
tradition and, at the same time, to marry the men they liked, even Iif they
violated Jewish traditions.
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The second clause of the Declaration of Independence states: "We
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." In this clause,
"these truths" refers to the absolutes of God. "Unalienable Rights" does not
mean to indulge fallen man's sinful freedom, but to exercise the freedom of
choice endowed by God. This Declaration later became our American
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heritage. Like the traditions of the Jewish people, it became the tradition of
America. When our forefathers used a God-centered tradition, God bless-
ed this country abundantly. When they were blessed abundantly, most
people abandoned God and only enjoyed sinful human freedom in the
name of liberty. Our ancestors were happy when they had a fear of God in
their hearts. And when they used their unalienable rights in God, they were
happy. But these days, to their frustration, when people only enjoyed sinful
human freedom, so many became mental patients and drug addicts and
depression patients, and so many contemplate suicide. In light of American
history, abandoning God is the same as abandoning unutterable happiness
from above. When people abandoned the absolutes of God, our American
heritage or tradition degenerated to cultural diseases. When people go to
Las Vegas and become a couple overnight without holy matrimony, most
people think they are okay. But if anyone wants to establish God's family
through holy matrimony before God, most people think that he is crazy.
This small American social consensus reveals that this country has set
aside its Christian heritage and turned into an anti-Christian nation.

Tradition is good. Civilization is good. Cultural development is good.
But whatever is made by man cannot be maintained for good. Man must
follow the word of God. The word of God is lifegiving and everlasting. The
word of God is the old, old story, but still it was very real to the people in
the early days and to the people in the middle ages and to the people in
the modern days, especially for the American people. The Gerasene de-
moniac is an old, old story. But this is a story about a man's tragedy when
he enjoyed sinful pleasure only.

[I. Jesus rebukes their impure hearts (9-23)

First, Jesus rebukes the corrupted hearts of the Pharisees (9-13). Be-
cause they were people of God, they should obey the law of God. But
when they kept the traditions of the elders and degenerated to cultural
diseases, they were utterly corrupted. What is corruption? Corruption does
not necessarily mean the corruption of the leg or skin which makes people
look like lepers. Corruption means the corruption of one's heart, because
the heart is the center of the body and soul. When their hearts were cor-
rupt they could not remember the commands of God. Verse 10 says, "For
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Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother," and, 'Anyone who curses
his father or mother must be put to death.™ This is the fifth commandment
of God (Ex 20:12). They must honor their parents as long as they are right
with God. But the Pharisees and synagogue leaders thought that inactive
old parents were not beneficial. So they made a rule of Corban, which
means, "a gift devoted to God." In the Jewish society, grandfather and
grandmother and father and mother and grandchildren lived altogether.
They were family-centered people. Most of them served their old parents
until they passed away. But the Pharisees began to use the rule of Corban,
saying, "I am sorry. | really wanted to live with you at my house. But | made
all my money Corban. So | hope you can move into a nursing home and
take care of yourself." In this way, the Pharisees displeased God and let
his people go astray. Why are grandfather and grandmother necessary? It
Is not enough for children to be loved only by their parents. They also need
grandfather's and grandmother's love and care. But these days there are
many young people who think that their grandparents are not beneficial. So
they send their old parents to nursing homes to cry. What could be a solu-
tion to prevent the corruption of the heart? We must come back to the word
of God.

Man){ é)eo le think that Bible study is another burden in addition to
their school studies. But that Is a blind mistake. 1 Peter 1:23 says, "For you
have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of |m£)er|sha Ie throtgh
the living and en unng word of God."2 T |mothy 7 says, "All Scrip-
ture is God-preathed and is useful for teachlngg rebuklng, correctln and
tra|n|ng |n nghteousness so that the man be thoroug%hly
% gg for ever oo work.” When Jesus satlsfled th 5,000 with Tivé
0 and two fis epIe liked Jesus. But when Jesus talked about the
pread of life (Jn 6: 35), B 0 e egan to run away one by one until onl the
disciples Were left.” J es sked,™You do not ant to léave too, do ou?
Slmon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go’? You have the
rdls of eternaI life. We believe and knoyv that you aré the HO|P/ One o
God 6:67-69). 1 Peter 1:24,25a says, "For, 'All men, are like grass, and
all the r %ory is like the flowers 'of the field: the rass withers and the flow-
ers f ut’the word of the Lord stands forever.™ Those who live in the
WorId W|thout God are always Weargl and th|rsty, even |f they dr|nk a lot. But
those W o abide In the word d are like a tree lanted by streams of
Water Ps 1:3,4). Most importantly, the word of God is God hlmself JIn 1:1).
Th |s c untr needs d|rect|on because human sinful freedom took away the
Wor d from_most American oung (g)eople These days, those who
the Word of God diligentl Known' as "fundamentalist” or cult
bers Byt from God's 0|nt 0 vreW this is the right time for Americans
to come back to God an studx the Bible diligently so that they may be
hﬁeﬁtgddt(’erorln cultural diseases, and that they may be’freed from the torment
Vi
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Secaond, it's a heart problem (14-23). When we stud%/ the Bible, espeC|aIIy
Levmcus God taught his holy chlldren concernl an and unclean
ro lem. It is becaUse they are hol dren of Go wante them to
E)holy th|n S. God Wanted them t s eak and act holy God wanted them
om of [%r'lests and a hol natlon But in Jésus' time, the clean

and unclean proble s onl rela ed to ceremony. If one performed a
hand Washln ceremon%/ e was clean. onen%grew a_moustache and beard
he Was |aIIty Iean Jesus toId the that it iIs not a ceremonial
problem ut a heart problem. ain Jesus called the crowd to him and
said, 'Listen to me, everyone an understand this. Nothing outside a man
can make him' unc ean EI, going into h |m Rather It IS what comes out of
a man that makes him "anclean™ gl 15). n short, food cannot make

people unclean. One's heart can make him tnclean.

After Jesus left the crowd and entered the house, his d|s<:|gles asked
out this parable. Jesus_rebuked them, “Are you so dull?" and ex-
d, "Don't you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can
nim unc ean For" It doesnT go Into his heart but into_his stomach,
and then u his bod P/ (In sa |ng this, Jesus declared all foods 'clean
). ere esus galnl y say s th at the Pharisees' hearts are_not _right
h God. Their hearts are corrupte and they have no word of God. The
e use of his suffenng geog) e an they wanted to_destroy the work of
God wh|ch Was being carri ut Jesus. It Is unbelievable“that the cho-
sen B ][oe became so&o ttg ga ued bg tradition and culture. It I1s unbe-
lievable that they wanted to destroy Jes
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In this passage we learn that all men are very habitual like animals.
Most people live according to social consensus like dead fish floating down
the stream. We must not be victims of tradition or cultural diseases. We
must come back to the word of God.



