Title: In Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.
Key Verse: 1 Corinthians 4:15 “Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.”

Heavenly Father, please help me to reveal you Glory through this sharing. Amen. 
First, until I became a missionary.
I was born in Korea in 1958.  My mother conceived me after her conversion; so used to say me: “I conceived you with my purified body,  so you will be a great servant of God.”   Whenever she said so to me, I felt that I was a man with God’s special plan.   Nevertheless, I lived a sinful life.  I made a girl pregnant and had her end it through an abortion.  Then I abandoned her even though she followed me with tears.  I suffered a guilty conscience and was filled with fear of God’s condemnation.   In order to avoid this situation, I went into the military service for 2 years and a half.
During my military service, I went every day to the church in the quarters and prayed for forgiveness of my sins.  Since my childhood, I had known very well that Jesus died on the cross for my sins.   But I still could not believe it.   Thus I often used to sleep at the church instead of praying.  An incident occurred where I cam very near death. However, God saved my life in this situation where I could not but die.  I realized very clearly that my God was with me and that he had protected me.  I could not understand why God prolonged the life of this sinner.       
 After my military service, I returned to my university studies.  I was a Sunday Christian. One day, I was smoking outside of the library, when a UBF shepherd invited me to study the Bible.  I wanted to respond to him very clearly, saying: “No thank you!”  However, I felt an irresistible spiritual authority in him. Incredibly, my mouth did not say, “No”, but “Yes, sure,” contrary to my human will.  This is the way my Bible study began.  Through 1:1 Bible study, I realized what a terrible sinner I was.  And yet I loved the world still so much.  So after 6 months of the Bible study, I stopped it.  I decided not to know UBF any more.
A week after in 19??, by chance I happened to chat with a Christian sitting beside me in the campus library.  He also invited me to Bible study. He was also a shepherd of another UBF chapter. At that moment I regretted my bad luck, saying to me: “These UBF guys are everywhere!!” But, through encountering God who approached me twice in the library, I realized how much God loved me with long suffering patience.  When I opened my heart before God’s love, my spiritual eyes began to open.  I accepted Jesus as my personal Savior who shed his blood for me.  I felt totally forgiven and born again.  The love of God raised me up from my laziness and lustful desire.   I became active and a challenger, and triumphed over my studies.    
On the basis of Psalms 23:1, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want”, I decided to devote my life to God as a missionary.  In 1988, God blessed me to establish a missionary house church to pioneer Bolivia.
Second, God trained me as a missionary.   
I arrived in Bolivia in 1989.  I thought we could build a successful ministry very quickly.  However, God trained us first to be true missionaries.  I remember two things related to God’s training.  First, we had to serve a 3 day Bible Conference without any sheep.  More than 10 sheep had promised to come to the conference.  But it was cold.  So, none of them showed up, even the messenger.  I had to serve the 3 days’ conference with my coworker M. Paulina Cho who was in the latter part of her pregnancy.  We were very sad and felt rejected by sheep.  But during the conference, one word of God came to my heart deeply - Jn 12:24, “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed.  But if in dies, it produces many seeds.”    Through this word, I realized that I was so indifferent in learning Jesus himself, a kernel of wheat.  What I had pursued until that time was not to learn Jesus, but to establish my pioneering ministry and to be recognized by people.  
When I repented of my selfish desires and began to pursue knowing Jesus himself, I could see God’s great vision to raise up his countless children through me.  In a year, Shepherd Erick came back to God by himself and became an ancestor of faith in Bolivian ministry. Humanly this conference was a frustration. But, through this conference, God fulfilled a great work in us, because he established our missionary life on his word of promise, Jn 12:24.
Second, God trained us through self-supporting ministry.  I came to Bolivia as a missionary, but I didn’t know what to do for a living.  We began to sell children’s clothes.  But due to lack of experience, our business got worse.  As a poor foreign merchant, we faced humiliation.  One day, while I was in my small selling spot, someone ridiculed and taunted me.  I thought about my children’s’ future.  My heart was filled with fatalism.  I called out to God crying: “Oh Lord, I can’t do it anymore!”  But the image of Jesus crucified came into my heart.  Jesus crucified was there with me, sharing in my sufferings.  

Even though I had studied Jesus’ crucifixion so many times, through the event I came to personally experience what ‘the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings’, and ‘becoming like him,’ meant. This personal fellowship with Jesus crucified strengthened me to overcome all the hardship. From that time, my attitude before suffering for Christ had been changed.  My inner man came to desire sharing in his suffering.
Third, My missionary life in Bolivia.
Throughout the 250 years of History of Bolivia, Bolivia has never been victorious in wars.  Bolivia has lost more than a half of its original territory through conflicts with its neighbors.  Having lost the Pacific coast to Chile, Bolivia became an inland country. So generally the Bolivian people are fatalistic.  Last September, Pastor Abraham Kim visited Bolivia, and said to me: “The Venezuelan People are cheerful and expressive, but the Bolivian People seem to be quiet and introverted.” I think that’s quite true.  
God guided my missionary life to be a good example, fighting the good fight of faith to overcome the Bolivian people’s fatalism.  Many of my sheep were fatalistic before becoming shepherds to God’s flock, saying: “I am not able to feed sheep because of my school studies.”  And many of them got fatalistic about getting a job. God guided me to enter a university when I was 40 years old.  I had a self supporting job; a business, language limitation, ministry and children.  But while feeding my sheep, I finished Ph.D degree in psychology.  And also God guided me to be a professor in university and to work as a psychologist in hospital.    
Now, many disciples in Bolivia are feeding their own sheep in spite of the burdens of their study and work.  Moreover, God is curing the Bolivians’ fatalistic mentality by planting in them his Great command, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation…” For example Shepherdess Pamela is a medical doctor.  She got sick with breast cancer recently.  In the course of therapy, she lost all her hair.  But, putting on a hat, she served more than 10 sheep at the campus. These days we have 50-60 SWS, 80-100 1:1s.  We are praying that all of our disciples can have more than five 1:1 Bible studies weekly.
In this year, we have built our own Bible center.  It cost 170 thousand dollars.  Our weekly financial capacity was around 500 dollars.  To build our Bible center was something inconceivable.  So sometimes we thought about stopping the construction.  But, God provided all we needed, even though we did not ask to anyone for our construction.  Through this, we learned two things.  – First, even though we are like a handful of young men, God is with us; second, what we are doing - 1:1 Bible study and disciple ministry-  are very pleasing to God.      
I and my coworker M Paulina Cho have been in Chicago during these last 3 weeks.  Through deep Bible study and fellowship with many servants of God, we are fully restored.  We could draw a global picture of the future of Bolivia ministry.  Bolivia is called “the Galilee of Latin-America”.   May God use Bolivia as Galilee of Latin America.  May God help us to be spiritual parents to Bolivian people.   
One word : In Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel
Prayer topics:
1. 24 House Churches by 2015
2. Pioneer three principal cities; La Paz, Cochabamba, Sucre by 2015
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