The following is the Sunday message in Guadalajara by Jose Ahn and is translated from Spanish to English. This message is to encourage GDL members. Please have time to read and pray.

MY REDEEMER LIVES

Read: Job C1
Key Verse: Job 19:25 “I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth.”

It seems that in this world wickedness and injustice triumph over justice and believers suffer continually. A lot of people, including us believers, ask: Why do the just suffer? Does God really exist? Is He alive?

	In the book of Job we can learn that all these things happen, not only because of our sins but also because of Satan. Satan exists and he is deceitful and powerful. He constantly attacks believers.

	But God exists. He is alive. He is Almighty, and ever loving. This God is our Redeemer. Satan wrongs us, but God is in control. God can change adversities and our sufferings to his Glory and our blessing. In the end God will make us triumph not only over suffering, but also over death, Satan, and sin.

	May God help each of us to grow like Job and make us into spiritual giants.

First, Job, an upright man before God (1:1-5)

In Job 1:1-5 we can see that Job was blameless and upright, he feared God and shunned evil. He had 7 sons and 3 daughters. He was the owner of many possessions that included 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, and several servants. Among all the inhabitants of the orient he was the most remarkable person. He also took care of his children so that they wouldn’t sin even in their hearts.



Second, Satan exists (1:6-19)

We already know that Satan exists. Jesus said that Satan is a liar and a murderer (in the Garden of Eden, he tricked Eve and made her die) (John 8:44). Here in v 6-7, Satan presented himself before the Lord. “Where have you come from?” The Lord asked. “From roaming throughout the earth [he was like a satellite with a huge telescope], going back and forth on it.” Satan answered. Saint Peter said: “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” (1 Pe 5:8) And this Satan attacked Job using evil men, hurricanes, and natural disasters in v 8-19. Thus, Job lost everything in a few days: oxen, donkeys, camels, sheep, servants, and even his children.

	Wow! Satan is so fearful! He is so powerful! But Satan lost! God won!

Third, God is my living redeemer (1:20-22, 19:15)

In this way, Job lost everything in a moment. If you were in Job’s situation, what would you do?

	Look at 1:20a: “At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head.” Job was also a human being with emotions who suffered so much that he tore his clothing, and his heart! He also shaved his head as the ultimate expression of his sadness and of the pain in his soul. When this moment comes, usually people feel very angry at each other and even against God. Recently, in US and Korean newspapers there are a lot of news of suicides because people lost their job, or their belongings. But, what else did Job do?

	Look and let’s read 1:20b-21. “Then he fell to the ground in worship and said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised.”

	Verse 22 says: “In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.”

	How was Job able to do this?? How could these disasters not take away his faith and integrity before God?

	Job didn’t sin or blame God because his love for God was greater than his love for his possessions. He loved God over all other things in the world. He loved God even more than his children! Job believed in the sovereignty of God! “God is sovereign” means that God is the owner of his life, his children, his servants, his house, (his car), his possessions, and everything he had in this world. Job knew that he was naked when he was born and that he would be naked when he died. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away, praise the name of the Lord!

	He was different from some Christians who thank the Lord when He blesses them, but when anything is taken away, they curse God and blame Him. But good believers are always like Job.

	In chapter 2, his body was full of painful sores from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head. Job took a piece of broken pottery to scratch constantly. At this time, his wife had to comfort Job with the word of God. But she got very angry at God for everything that had happened to their family. So she said to him: “Are you still maintaining your integrity? Curse God and die!”

	But Job replied: “You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” Despite of all this, Job didn’t sin even with words.

	Afterwards, his friends came but couldn’t speak for seven days because they saw how great was his suffering.

	From C3 to C37 we see that none of his human friends could help Job, but they only discouraged him. They only knew one principle: cause and effect - people suffer for their sins. They didn’t understand that an upright and blameless man can also suffer because of Satan. While Job suffered more because of his friends, he couldn’t understand either why an upright man can suffer while the wicked prosper.

	But despite these many sufferings, some very good things started in his heart, his soul, and his spirit. While he was more and more disappointed in the world, all earthly things, his wife, his best friends, and even in himself, other kind of hope started to sprout bigger and stronger. He summarized his new inspiration and encounter in C19:25: “I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth. (in the end he triumphs over death”)” Despite everything, Job knew and believed the truth “My redeemer lives!” He believed in God despite all suffering. God hadn’t delivered him from his suffering yet, but he believed that God Almighty is his redeemer! He is alive! And He would save him from his worst situations. “In the end he will stand on the earth.” Job was afraid to die thinking that death will be the end. But by suffering more, he reached a higher level of faith that believes in resurrection! He believed that his redeemer and intermediary who can defend him is in heaven (16:19). Amen!

Fourth, God made him prosper again (42:10-17)

“After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD restored his fortunes and gave him twice as much as he had before.” (42:10) Verse 12 says that he had 14 000 sheep (twice as much as before) and other belongings, and in v13 it says: “And he also had seven sons and three daughters.” And that each of his daughters was so beautiful, like Miss Universe. After that, Job lived 140 years, enjoying a long life and died when he was a very old man.

	God was Job’s redeemer. He is alive and in the end he defeated Satan, death, and sin by Jesus Christ our mediator in heaven. Amen.

Fifth, application

In February 5th, M. Juan Seo, director of UBF Venezuela, who is now in Los Angeles, called me. “M. Joseph Ahn, M. Timothy from Guadalajara is in great trouble: His factory is closed and many accusations against him and M. Hannah are published in almost all newspapers, radio, and TV stations in Mexico; even in Los Angeles and Korea!”

	When I confirmed that this situation had lasted many days in Mexico, and that around 8-10 authorities from the government, including policemen, came day and night, even sending some Koreans to prison, I didn’t know what I should do. Then I sent and e-mail to M. Timothy crying a lot, because I couldn’t sleep thinking how much M. Timothy and Hannah must be suffering for these false accusations. I cried a lot because I didn’t know why them, who lived like Job, must suffer so much. I have known them for more than thirty years, since 1984 when M. Timothy came to Mexico alone, leaving M. Hannah and his two children, John and Hannah, in Korea, to succeed the work of God in Mexico together with M. Abraham and Sarah Hwang. I finished my duty of three years as consul in the Korean Embassy in Mexico and was leaving for another country. Since then until now, how much they suffered as self-supporting missionaries in Mexico City and Guadalajara! Despite not having time and energy even to run their factory, they also gave their whole lives for the word of God. M. Timothy not only served in GDL, but also in all Latin America as coordinator during the last five years.

	I thought that if the Mexican government investigates 500 socks factories in Mexico and in other countries, M. Timothy’s factory would win the prize as one of the best factories in every aspect.

	I thought that many would misunderstand and think that the owners of this factory are really bad people. Others, who know M. Timothy and Hannah would ask themselves, why must they suffer so much? Is God alive? I was praying too, not knowing how I could help them and the members of Guadalajara church. As time passed and while I was eating daily bread, which is about Job since February 1st, God revealed more and more to me until I thought that I must go to Guadalajara to say what he showed me.

	First, God blessed M. Timothy and Hannah so far looking at their beautiful lives of sacrifice for the work in Mexico.

	Second, what is happening now came from Satan for his hatred towards all believers and to attack the Conference in Mexico in April 2-5.

	Third, I was very surprised to see M. Timothy’s faith which is as strong as Job’s, and M. Hannah is so different from Job’s wife. She was calm and always praying despite the difficult situation. I saw that they believe in God as their living redeemer.
	Fourth, I could trust that the living Lord, our redeemer will end these problems very soon and that he will make them even more prosper in his belongings and also in their children– this doesn’t mean they will have two more children, they are no longer in an age to have more children, but God can give them more children in some other way: by giving children to M. John and M. Goh Eun, and in the case of Hannah Jr, by giving her a good husband for her house church and many spiritual children).

[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]	Now all of the coworkers in Mexico and other countries know how difficult times M. Timothy is going through. The Mexican Conference is very close (4.2-5). Other chapters in Mexico will be very surprised when more people than expected attend from Guadalajara. In this way, this difficulty will glorify God even more when Guadalajara prepares for this Conference faithfully, with messengers, the most sincere testimonies, the best music, drama, etc. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thus, in our living Redeemer there will be no disappointments, or shame, or loss, but in the end, he will stand on the earth! He will triumph even over death. And so will we! 

One Word: My redeemer lives! 
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